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Un-galvanized paperbacked lath, No weep screeds, 

No control Joints, No casing stops at windows, No 

housewrap, Randomly attached with Staples 

 

Located in Floridaôs Coastal Environment, Exposed 

wall, No overhang protection, 1/2 inch thickness, No 

cracks, No faults - WHY? 

 

01/12/2019 

Code Climate Zones 1 and 2 Regions 

Applicable for all Gulf Coast States 

35 Year old Stucco Walls Performing 

Flawlessly!  

2nd Story Wood Sheathed Wall Over Block 

1st Story. 
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We have repeatedly told newer con-

sultants about how the ñold-timersò 

successfully installed stucco systems 

for decades so they would not fail. 

These time tested application meth-

ods were used to create two sets of 

code installation instructions, both 

yielding the same installation results. 

The Florida Building Code adopted in 

March of 2002, references the ASTM 

C926 (application of cement plaster) 

and the ASTM C1063 (application of 

metal lath), as the base documents 

for stucco application. 

Prior to that adoption, Florida juris-

dictions either used the Southern 

Standard Building Code or the South 

Florida Building Code as their base 

codes. 

The Southern Standard Code used 

(and the current Florida Code uses) 

both of the ASTM Cement Plastering 

and Metal Lath documents while the 

South Florida Code only referenced 

the ASTM Cement Plastering with the 

elimination of its thickness tables. 

These ASTM C926 (Cement Plaster) 

and ASTM C1063 (Metal Lath) were 

then (and are today) ñInternational 

Standardsò. Accordingly they have 

always contained an ñunless other-

wise specifiedò provision to allow for 

regional, structural, system and cli-

matic modifications necessary to at-

tain best regional and project appli-

cations. 

Plasterers in Florida (then and now) 

use the ñunless otherwise specifiedò 

to modify the metal lath and cement 

plaster application processes to ac-

commodate Floridaôs unique environ-

mental conditions. Others in Florida 

simply followed the South Florida 

Building Code (later incorporated as 

the HVHZ provisions in the Florida 

Building Code) to assure system per-

formance. The South Florida Code 

modified the provisions of the ASTM 

C926 for installing cement plaster 

and provided their own specific in-

stallation method for installing the 

metal lath rather than referencing 

the ASTM C1063 metal lath installa-

tion standard. Notably, these ñSouth 

Floridaò Systems were installed in 

one of the highest wind zones in 

Florida and in the wettest region of 
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Florida. Yet, they have continued to 

perform flawlessly since stucco was 

first applied in the modern code era. 

But, some consultants (who were 

never involved in these previous in-

stallations) seem to be from Missouri, 

and just wonôt believe it until they 

see it. So, we set out to find some of 

our 30 plus year-old installations and 

ask if we could cut them up, docu-

ment conditions, and re-stucco them. 

Well, one house that still that had 

original owners summed it up well 

when she said, ñwhy would I let you 

tear up perfectly good stucco on my 

house and put it back with this newer 

stuff that is failing?ò Canôt say that I 

blame her. 

So, no option left but to cut up our 

office building (my wife finally agreed 

to the removal of the back wall - but 

wasnôt, and still isnôt, happy about it). 

Built and stuccoed in1985, itôs first 

floor is masonry block and the 2nd 

floor is wood frame with 1/2ò ply-

wood sheathing. 

The second floor wood sheathed 

walls were covered with: 

¶ Plain un-galvanized 2.5 black ex-

panded paper back metal lath. 

¶ Randomly spaced staples (7/8ò 

staple leg) scattered across the 

entire face of lath (not attached to 

vertical studs). 

¶ No weep screeds (lath brought 

down over block and stub nailed 

to allow a continuous coat of stuc-

co from the frame wall to the 

block wall beneath) 

¶ No control joints (400 sq. ft panel 

areas) 

¶ No corner beads (lath bent around 

corner and fastened, all corners 

rodded with featheredge) 

¶ Standard Sherwin Williams exteri-

or acrylic - rolled on the required 

12 mil thickness (not a ñbeefed 

upò or ñrobustò coating), just the 

coating installed per the standard 

manufacturerôs instructions. 

¶ Walls were recoated after 20 years 

of service (wife wanted new color 

- the old gray was becoming dull 

¶ Standard ñVò tool joint at penetra-

tions 

¶ Standard quality sealants installed 

and tooled with painters spatula. 

¶ Building walls fully exposed to the 

elements (no overhang protection 

- mansard roof above). 

¶ Wall dissected faces North West 
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although orientation was not a 

factor since all walls are the same 

and performing equally on all ele-

vations. 

¶ Windspeed: 145 Vult, Exposure 

category ñCò 

¶ Building is close to Gulf of Mexico 

coastline. 

¶ Fully exposed to 35 years of 

weather, storms and hurricanes 

¶ Letôs look at the results: 

 

 

 

Wood 

Block 

Over 

Look Mom!  No weeps, No control joints, No casing beads 

separating windows, No cracks, No leaks, No flaws, No 

faults!  35 years old - perfect performance! 



THE STUCCO INSTITUTE NEWS LETTER 35 YEAR OLD STUCCO 

ǿǿǿΦǎǘǳŎŎƻƛƴǎǝǘǳǘŜΦŎƻƳ     tŀƎŜ    5 

Stucco Cladding exterior fascia during cladding removal. Short flange casing used to 

terminate the top, Expanded flange at bottom. No weep screed, No leaks, No cracks, 

No flaws, No faults 

Note lower portion has a stuccoed return (see red arrow) without any weeping mech-

anism. Some consultants say this violates the code and will never work. (It does not 

violate the code and always works in these installations. If its doesn't work there are 

other causes outside of the stucco installation causing the problem. Plywood used on 

fascia was surplus and had been previously painted for another job. All other plywood 

was not. 
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Upper section of rear wall with Stucco Fascia removed ready for lower back stucco 

wall cladding removal. 
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Rear Wall with scoring to remove stucco system. Stucco Cladding had zero cracks, ze-

ro leaks, zero faults. We will later look at the back side of the lath. 


